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down into the primeval forests of the Amazonian
basin. The northern half of this favoured region is
drained by streams flowing northwards as tributaries
of the Sogamoso, which falls into the Magdalena.
The River Funza drains the southern half, flowing
from the Eastern Cordillera over the fertile plain
of Bogota. It then forces its way through a
rocky barrier, and descends in one rush into
the Magdalena valley by the magnificent falls of
Tequendama, one of the highest waterfalls in the
world.

The inhabitants of this favoured region were
called Chibchas. The Spaniards thought the
name was * Muysca/ but this was merely the word
for a man in the Chibcha language. These Chibchas
must needs have led very sober and laborious lives.
Without any domestic animals either for food or
for draught, they depended solely on their skill
and hard work to raise crops of maize, potatoes,
some other edible roots, and beans for their sus-
tenance, and on their prowess as hunters. They
also had constantly to defend their homes against
two fierce tribes on their western frontier, the
Panches and Colimas.1 They were sturdy, thickset

1 There is believed to have been a great invasion of the formid-
able Caribs; and these Panches and Colimas were of the Carib race.